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Zoological Research Museum 

Alexander Koenig 
 

Leibniz Institute for Animal Biodiversity 
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The natural history museum landscape in Germany 
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Historical Background 

  

Architectural design (Gustav Holland) 

 

 
3. September 1912: Groundbreaking 
 

13. May 1934: Opening 

 

1. September 1948: Inauguration of 

the Parlamentarischer Rat 

(parliamentary council -  the West 

German constituent assembly) 

 

 

 
 

 

Alexander Koenig (1858 -1940) 
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New:  

Center for Biodiversity 

Monitoring 
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In total ~210 people at the museum: 

 

• 153 Employees 

• 46 scientists 

• 32 student/research assistants 

• 75 administration, maintenance, exhibition,… 

• 57 bachelor, master and PhD students, volunteers,… 
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Exhibitions, vertebrate collections 

Insects, spiders etc. PhD students 
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Centre for Molecular 

Biodiversity Research 
(completion: 2020?) 
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Permanent Exhibition 
Our blue planet – the living network 

Savannah  

Naturalistic ecosystems  | open presentation  | large landscapes-areas 
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Desert 

Explaining biotic interactions within the specific habitats 

… 

Permanent Exhibition 
Our blue planet – the living network 
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Arctic / Antarctic 

… as well as between the different ecosystems  |  extra focus on human 

influences 

Permanent Exhibition 
Our blue planet – the living network 
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Rainforest (2016) 

Permanent Exhibition 
Our blue planet – the living network 
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2016 Rainforest 1 

2019 Rainforest 3 

2020  Rainforest 2 

Special Exhibitions 

Our blue planet – the living network 
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Freshwater  ecosystems (2017) 

Permanent Exhibition 
Our blue planet – the living network 
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100 Years Groundbreaking (2012) 

Special Exhibitions 
Highlights 
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Biodiversity research at ZFMK (2013) 

Special Exhibitions 
Highlights 
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… our institute started as a 
classical museum… 
(5-6 Mio. Objects) 
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… today: 
modern biodiversity 

research 

High performance computing 

clusters 

• Evolutionary genomics 

• Computational genomics 

• Metabarcoding 

Modern molecular lab 

Species Distribution Modelling  
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ZFMK Biobank 

•Storing tissue and DNA (through GBOL, strong  
focus: animals from Germany, new focus: Caucasus) 

 

•Active in biobank networks (GGBN, ISBER white 
book, courses, etc.) 

 

•In                        task lead NA3.1: 
Evaluate standards for biodiversity and 
environmental biobanks 

 
 



museum

KOENIG

F O R S C H U N G S

20 

Skyscan 1272 

Skyscan 1173 
µ-computed  

tomography  

(µ-CT) 

digital  

microscopy 

scanning electron  

microscopy (SEM) 

X-ray histology 

Morpho-lab 

equipment 
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Coordination of BMBF project 

„German Barcode of Life“ 
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Expeditions, cooperations 


